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P~orrssoa CI(AI.I.LVGCR is well qualificd to uritc a book on the organic chemistry of sulphur, for the 

hag been his primary mtcrcst throughout a long chemical career. Six very different topics arc dealt 

with in separate chapters. 

Chapter 1 deals with slmplc orgamc compounds contaming sulphur and gibes the general rcadcr a 

broad picture of propcrttcx. prcpardtiuns and the biologtcal slgnifkmcc of a wide range of substanccr. 

The next chapter gtvcs useful rnformation on naturul sulphonium compounds, sulphidc-, sulphoxldcs. 

mcrcaptans and sulphido-amino acids. Fur cxamplc. an account IS gtvcn of the IOXK principle pro- 

duced in t7our uhlch has been trcatcd with traceS of nitrogen chlorrde vapour in order to Improve the 

baking propcrtlcs. The toxic factor arlscs from the actmn of the nitrogen trKhlorldc (agcnc) on the 

proton gluten contain4 in the whcaten flour. The treated protein on hydrolysis gives the previously 

unknown mcthionmc tulphoxlminc 
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Among other topics discussed arc the sulphur compounds of aparagus which arc allcgcd to bc 

responsible for the odour of urine after the mgr%ron of asparagus. 

The third chapter deals adcquatcly wtth the sulphur compounds of pctrolcum and other mmcral 

OILS and various asprvts of dryulphuri7ation procascs arc considcrcd. 

A useful chapter is dcboted to oil of mustard and an account is given of early work dating back to 

160x. 

The fifth chapter concerns biological mcthylation with parttcular rcfcrcncc to compounds of 

sulphur. ILzrc UC Icarn a great deal ahout the author’s own contributions to the subFt and thcsc 

have been cxtcmivc smcc 1931. The part played by rncthioninc in 1rdnsmcth)latinns IS cxplaincd and 

the work of du Vlgncaud In this conncxlon IS glvcn prommcncc. This chapter close with spcculatrons 

on the mcchanismc of the antitubcrcular ct&t of cthancthiol in animals. 

AS might bc guessed, no btw)k on orgamc: sulphur compounds would bc complc~c with outsomc 

account of Ctnnrymc A, its acetyl dcrivativc and rclatcd compounds. Accordingly the last chapter is 

devoted to there topics. 

This hwk IS very rcadablc and I’rofcssur Challenger has done good service by brmgmg together 

in one quite small volume a number of topic- colrcming the organic chemistry of sulphur M hlch 

might othcrwlsc appear unconncctcd. He has been suczzcssful in gcttmg the right balance: hc dt~s 

not overload his rcadcr with dctall, but stimulates him sufficiently to bc anxious to look up some of the 

many rcfcrenccs gl\cn 81 the end of each chapter. 
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